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liEtJTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY I Arrest made in last week's 
Humane Society burglary 

• 
Allrtd MiUel ~th!d. milltr O~latf'·journal.com 

KSU Pre~ident M. Christopher BrO\vn II addressts the university 's Board of Regents. 

'University College' 
to increase freshman 
retention rate 
By Alfred Miller 
.:tfu rd. l'nllltl'~\~ll'! · jO".Ifllal.rom 

Kentul·ky Stat e Uni ­
versity ha~ a ucw pla n to 
tack le what Vice Presi­
dent for Student Engagc­
nlt'n l and Campus Life 
Thomas Calhoun has 
cal led the Mhig r-wordM­
retention . 

The university 's Board 
nf Rt..>gcnts voted Thu rs­
day to csutl>lish a '"Uni­
vcrsily Collcgt'" to · pro­
vide students with the 
ncccs...o;;(tf\1 resource!:' fur 
tran si tlm~lttg succcssful -
1~· to the college,'" accmd­
ing to Cal lumn's propcls­
ul. 

Thisfali,J..:SU rctaint•tl 
flO percent of fi rst-time. 
full-time hacht!'lnr"s de· 
gn•c ~cck.crs. The yea r 
hefurc. tha t rJ tc wa~ jwu 
fll.l pcn ·cnt . Til t.> Ill'\\' Uni· 
Vl!rsit y College program 
will combine academic 
udv i~in~. tutur i ng . orien· 
tllt ion a nd a new libe ra l 
art s cnrc currkulum. As 
a rcsulr , tltc..• sciJool ltopcs 
to improve the freshman 
rctE.'mion rate bv 3 to 5 
percentage poi1i1.s cuch 
year, according to the 
pmposal. 

lnotherhu,.iness: 
• T he uni\'crsit~· wei· 

cnmell back Oircc tnr or 
;\th lctks William Gra· 
ham . who attended 
Thur.!>c.lar 's qu<trccrl~· 

ht><lnl tnc..·cting. 
Graham and two soft · 

ba ll conches - ll c<J d 
Suflha ll Coach a n d 
Equipment Manager Os· 
l"aT Dnwns Jr. and his son 
A~s i st<Jn l Coach Osca r 
"Trev" Dnwus Ill - had 
hccrl on administrative 
lcavesinceSepL 19 amid 
accusations of .sexual 
harassment by a former 
~ftball player. 

1\ccording to KSU 
Gcnerdl Counsel Li s a 
La ng. Downs a nd his 
son remain on leave. The 
softhalltc~1m will instead 
he led bv David Morton, 
whnm dw boanJ recog· 
ni zt:d as the university's 
imeri m he;td softball 
c..·uach . "-·lurtnt\ h as bl'en 
;m a!\Sis totnl to th~ snft· 
ha ll tcnm fur the pal'it 
seven vcars, he to ld The 
Stat(' JOurna l. 

• KSU Prcs idcm M. 
Christopher Brown II an· 
nnunccd that a forensic 
uudit he reqHes tl·c.l fro m 
State Audito r of llublic 
Accounts Mike I lannon 
won' t begin until Janu· 
ary. 

n:eprcsenta tives from 
Hannon'soffice me t with 
thcuniw ... -rsit)' in October 
111 discull.s the scope of 
the project. but the of. 
ticc(kleSn't have aud itors 
a\'OJ ilablc fnr 1 he job u n· 
ti l next semester. Brown 
told T11cStatc Journal. 

Legal Notice 

A lcll e r lo Harmon 
datl'ti ScpL 6 requested a 
forcn.'iicaudit tluu would 
span five yea rs -luly I. 
2012, through June :{0, 
2017- a nd include KSU 
;u hletics, a uxiliary scr· 
vices, cont racts and pro· 
curemem . as well as ex· 
penscs incurred by the 
Board of Regents a nd the 
Office of the President. 

"Uke all sta te ugcn · 
cies . state budget cuts 
have take n its wll un 
KSIJ ... t he leiter Sitid. 
"Unlike other s tale agen­
cies. KSU has spl" nt the 
last seve ral rears at · 
tempting tu correct years 
of improper processes. 
proccc..lurcs . and in some 
instanct.os.nt .. "l(lib'l'nce. 

The univ,-rsity hasn't 
had a permanent chid 
financial officer and per· 
manenr president con · 
currently for abmll five 
veMs, Brown said. Since 
io111 . K.SIJ h as hud II 
CF'Os. KSU OJ ISO recc ntl v 
changed its external au·· 
ditor to Crowe Horwath 
from Dean Dorton . Earli· 
e rthisyca r, Dean Dorton 
found I hat the univers i· 
t)' ngain lacked internal 
controls over financia l 
report ing in the •u.:coum· 
ing finn 's audit of KSll 's 
books for the 2015·16 nc· 
ademicyear. 
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By Chanda Veno 
tNnda.vtf!Othtatt>·jOUmal.com 

A 24·year·old Frank· 
for t man was a rrested 
Tuesd ay in connec tion 
with Jasr week's burglary 
nt rhe Franklin County 
HumaneSocictv. 

Jaco b wCs t was 
charged with third -de· 
grce burglary. a Cl:.~ s~ 0 
fe lony. 

The invest igation. led 
hy dclcc tivc.s frum the 
C rimina l lnvl•s tigouions 
IJnil of the Frankfort Po· 
lice Dcparlmcnt. is cun · 
tinuing. and tl c tcc ti ves 
cxpl'Ct to m;.~kc more ar· 
rests in theca.se.said FI'D 

Ca p 1 . 
Chris 
Quire. 

A 
com hi · 
nation of 
the pub· 
lie's he lp 
a nd our 

investigators working in 
conjunc tion led to this 
a rrest: Quire said. "The 
Humane Sociely is there 
to prO\·idc ca re .ind assis· 
t<lnce to 01nimals in need. 
S () this case was a high 
priorit y fnr nur dl!part · 
lll eJlt." 

On Ntw. 29. o rficl'rs. 
rc~pond ing ro a hurglary 
call J l the a nimal s helter. 

fountl a window broken 
and less thanSISO stolen. 

That theft cam e on the 
h ee ls of u tueviou s bur· 
glary on Ncl\'. II . in which 
someone stole an esti · 
mated $1,100 in cash and 
52.000 in checks from do · 
nations. 

It remains unclenr 
whet her 1 he two brcak·ins 
art' re lated. 

Wf!st is being held in 
the Franklin Count \' Re· 
gional Jail on a SI.Orio (10 
percent orS IO.OOOJ bond. 

Quirl' said the depart· 
men I is alsu im•esli~ating 
scvcml other rcc..·cru com­
mercial burglitrit:s in I he 
city. 

Lawmakers get expensive 
ask for pension system 
By Adam Beam 
A.nocia1m F'ms 

Kentuc ky ta ,; payers 
need to pay nearly Sl bll· 
linn f!X I ra over the next 
1 wo years to keep snh .. ·ent 
a retiremen t plan for most 
stale workers. 

Thl' Kentucky Employ· 
ees Retirement Sys tem 
boa rd oftrwnees toltl sta te 
lawmakers Thursday rhe)' 
nct."t.l to spend $2.8 billion 
over the next two yea rs on 
a retirement plan that rov­
ers suue workers and po­
lice nfficcrs. Tha t's S954 
milli()n more than wasre· 
qui red lhe previous two 
vears. 
• Nearly all of rhat in­
c rease is b ecause t he 
board or trustees believes 
the stare will enrn less 
moncv on its investme nts 
a nd hive fewer employees 
contributing tu the S)'S· 

te rn over the nex t three 
decades. IJoard ch<Jirm01n 
John Farr is says the num­
bers. wh ile mnre ex.pcn· 
sive. are more rcalisric. 

"Our role should have 
been in the past to caku· 
lntc the$t: numbers c..·or· 
rt.'Ctl~· anc..J give them tu 
the Legislature. Previet11s 
boa rds didn't do that .~ he 
said. 

RATES 
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employees, an increase 
of$231 million. :Ulc..J 31.55 
percent for hazardous 
employees, a n Increase or 
SBG million. nccording to 
the 3ctuaries· lates t ca l­
culations. 

Rc tl )' lll"ndcrgrass. 
who represents thc('..oun· 
ty Employus Hct irem~nl 

Svstem ICERS) on the 
bOard. called t he incrcas· 
es "a little too aggressive"' 
and u rged her colleagues 
to con sider a s lower 
phase·in - something 
the board's lega l counsel 
Mark 81a,:kwell said fell 
ou tside board's authority . 

For s late govern m ent 
workers in the Kentucky 

TI1e number!'i approved 
Thursday do not include 
the Kentucky Teachers Re­
rircment System, which 
is governed by a sep arate 
board of trustees. When 
ynu include them. sta te 
budget director John d 1il· 
ton said hr expects the 
state would need an extra 
S700 miUiona\•ca r. 

The huge· increases 
come at a bad time ror the 
cash·strappcd sta te gnv· 
ernment. The state end· 
ed the most recent fisca.l 
vea r with n $ 138.5 million 
deficit. State economis ts 
predict the gmremmcnt is 
headed for a nother shorr· 
fall nex t yearorstss mil· 
lion. 

Republic01n Gov. Matt 
Bevin hos ii'Kiica ted he 
wams 10 Impose mld·ycar 
budget cuts or 17.4 percenl 
10 cover the shortfall anc..l 
replenish the slate's sav· 
ings nccount. But mos t 
s tate agcndc~ outside of 
b is direct control, includ· 
ing the judicial branch 
and the department of ed· 
ucalion. h;we resisted. 

State lawmakers could 
decic.JenutiO fullyrUtM.Jthe 
pension system, as previ· 
ous Legis l<ttures chuse to 
do for much of the last de· 
cade. But Bevin 01nc..J other 

F.mployccs Retirement 
System (l:ERS). the ern· 
ploye r contribution rate 
for non · haza rdous em · 
ployees is set to ri se to 
83.43 percent from 50.39 
percent. an increascS448 
million , and ro 36.85 per­
cent from 2l.82 percent. 
an inc rease Sl2 million , 
for hazardous employees. 
The contribution rate for 
s tntc police will jump to 
1-16.28 pe rcent from89.67 
percent. an increase nf 
Sl7million. 

Last month. t he actu­
ariL-s said t h at the S\'S · 

tems. as they curren.t l)• 
s tand. have combined 
pension a nd health insur· 
ancc unfunded liabilities 
of 526.75 billion, up from 
$21.17 bill ion last year. 
Sta te Budget Direc tor 
Joh n Chilton is still look· 
ing for an extra 5700 mil -

SAVE
111 MONEY ... 

Shop for Your Man at 

Suit City! 
1134 US 127 S. 
502-223-5549 

Local Annual Meeting Notice 
For members of SSC. Inc. 

SOUTHERN Frankbrt Service 
5rATES 

Salurday, December 9, 2017, 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Business meeting begins al 10:00 a m. 
SSC. Inc. - Frankfort Service 

121t Wilkinson Boulevard. Frankfort. Kentucky 40601 

Agenda incttJdes annual elections and management reportS. 

By ordef of the Board ol Oif&e&ors 
R.W. Eklridge,CI'\alrman 

Republican lenders have 
sharply criticized that ap· 
proach. indicating they 
are committed to paying 
the ruu Olmounr regardless 
ofthcimpacts it has on the 
rest of s tate gt>\'ern mcnt. 

Bevin has proposed a 
500-plus page hilllo over· 
haul the pensiun system, 
bu1 has been met with sig· 
nificant opposition among 
state employees and even 
within his I)Wll politica l 
party. Bevin has vowed I'D 
call a special session oft he 
LegislaturE.> to vote on the 
hill bythecnd of the yea r. 
But Wednesday. more 
than half or t he majority 
House Republican caucus 
signed a letter asking Bcv· 
in not to call a specioll ses· 
sion. 

Thursday's vme alsoaf· 
fects local governments . 
All toge the r, the~· would 
have to pay an addition· 
01! S317 million e-c.~ch vear 
for the retirement jlla n 
that covers local cit)' and 
county government wo rk· 
crs. Some board members 
wanted to soften thai blow 
b)' phasing in the incrcas· 
cs m:cr the next five years. 
But an <JUnrnev ror the 
board said only ihc Legis· 
lature could decide to do 
thaL 

lion to Sl billion u year to 
address that pension hole, 
he told reporters after t he 
vote. 

In other business. Jhe 
board voted agains t pass· 
ing a resolu t ion intro· 
duced by CERS trustee 
Jerry Powell to "urge Gov­
ernor Mutt Bevin and the 
Ken tucky General Assem· 
bly t.u, first and fnremust . 
honor and fulfi ll the re· 
tirement bene fits prom­
ised as part or the invin· 
lablc l·o ntracts to a ll pub· 
licemployeesin al l retire· 
ment systems in the Com· 
m onwenlt h of Kentucky.~ 

The board's legal 
counse l again caut ioned 
aKainst passing the rcso· 
lution. describing it as ad· 
vocacy and later adding 
that it impUed some legal 
interpretation of the inYi· 
olable contracts. 

Mentioned on ly brief· 
ly was a recent analysis 
conducted by the board's 
actuaries or how Bevi n's 
pro posed pe n s ion rc · 
form bill will impact the 
group of five public pen· 
sion svstcms. Timt anal\'· 
sis wiil remain secret uO· 
til a final dr<ifl or thl! bitt 
is intrudul'Cd, with KRS 
Chair John Farris saying 
he thuught ir would be 
~i rresponsible to release 
a hunch of drafts of draft s 
of drafts." Last month. the 
Kentuclw Tenchers' Re· 
tircment-s)·s tem re leased 
ananalvsisorthe bi ll con· 
duc ted by ils acruaries. 




